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INTRODUCTORY LETTER

Welcome to the Dunwoody High School Marching Band Program! These are exciting times for

both our band and our school. Our band is getting bigger and better each year. We plan to

continue improving every aspect of our band program and it can only be accomplished through

you. In order to participate in the Dunwoody High School Marching Band each wind and

percussion student is expected to be enrolled in the fall and spring semester band class.

I have assembled this handbook to make you aware of the expectations, general rules, goals, and

other pertinent information. Please go over this handbook so you will understand what is

expected of you and to assist me in providing you with a positive band experience. Go Marching

Wildcat Band!!!

Ms. Caputo
Director of Bands
Dunwoody High School
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Calendar Of Events
Please refer to our calendar of events for all practices, competitions, football games, etc. You can
find our google calendar on our website as well.

Band Camp - August 1st-5th . 12pm-9pm
First Day of School- August  8th
First After School Tuesday Practice- August 9th. 4pm-6:00pm
First After School Thursday Practice- August 11th. 4pm-6:00pm
Family Dinner & School Year Kick Off ,Spirit Night Event- August 12th. TBD.
Marching Band Fundraiser- Kroger or Car Wash( TBD)- August 20th. 10am-4pm
Saturday Practice & Event “ A Day in the Life..”- September 10. 8am-8pm
Homecoming Week- September 19th-23rd
Homecoming Parade- TBD ( Either 19th,20th,21, 22) 3:30-6:30
Fall Break Prep- No Thursday Practice October 6th.
Fall Break, No School October 7-10th
Marching Band Competition #1. TBD October 22nd 8am-TBD
Marching Band Competition #2. TBD November 8am-TBD
Holiday Parade/ Light UP Dunwoody Event - TBD 1:00pm-TBD

* Tuesday Practices 4:00-6:00pm  & Thursday Practices 4:00-6:30 pm run from the first
week of school until November 3rd. ( Cancellation of practices will be communicated when/if
needed.)
* There are still several events that I am waiting to get date confirmations on from the
coordinators, but will update you all ASAP. ( Senior Night Football Game, Senior Night Dinner
Celebration with Parents, Dunwoody Cluster Night Game, Spirit Night Dinners/Social Events)
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Marching Band Dues
ALL FEES MUST BE PAID-IN-FULL TO ATTEND BAND CAMP
(FINAL Color Guard fee due July 29th )  ( FINAL Marching Member fee due by July 29th)

● Returning Members and New Members $550
● Color Guard fees are $650

Please note: Members that need New Marching Band Shoes, Additional $40.00 for band shoes
are required

Below you will find a suggested payment schedule. You may pay in full your marching band
dues during registration night if you would like to. In order to have a drill spot in the competition
marching band show, a total amount of $275.00 for Wind Player and Percussion and a total
amount of $325.00 for color guard must be paid by May 20th. Again, all dues must be paid in
full prior to Band Camp August 1st.

Suggested Pay Schedule for Wind Players ( Brass and Woodwinds) and Percussion:

April 28th ~ $100.00 Deposit
May 20th ~ $175.00
June 20th ~ $137.50
July 20th ~$137.50

Suggested Pay Schedule for Color Guard:

April 28th ~ $100.00 Deposit
May 20th ~ $225.00
June 20th ~ $162.50
July 20th ~$162.50
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Marching Band Event Procedures
1. All students must have their filled water jug, black music binder with page protectors,

instruments, drill cards and baseball cap at all practices, events, and games.
2. Our practice and performance times will end on time, however students are expected to

pack equipment up and clean the band room prior to leaving. Please allow additional time
for students to help clean up and store equipment in the band room properly.

3. Parents are strongly encouraged to help load & unload the trailer after games on Friday!!
All students are required to stay until all equipment is put away and trailer is unloaded.

4. Every Friday, students wear their Dunwoody Bands Shirt to show pride! On Home
games, students will report to the band room at 7:30am to play mini pep rally on the
“bridge” for students and faculty before the school day starts.

5. A fun DHS Bands tradition is for students to participate in the “Secret Pals” program. All
students who wish to participate, will select a random member's name out of a hat at the
beginning of the season. Every home game during the season, they will bring a special
treat to their secret pal. On the last game, the students will reveal who their secret pal
was.

6. It is imperative that all students are picked up within 30 minutes of dismissal. Everyone
in the Remind text group will receive notifications on when events are over and students
can be picked up. If parents cannot pick up their student within 30 min of dismissal,
alternative transportation arrangements must be made.

Friday Game Day/Night Procedures:
- Students will leave after school & return at designated report times to Load Buses/

Equipment Trailer and head to Football Games
- Students will have a uniform and equipment inspection while standing in Attention.

Leadership will check that all mandatory items are there. If students fail an inspection (
they are missing an item) students are subjected to a variety of consequences based on
infraction. ( Ex - no third quarter break, no halftime show participation, additional
sectional practice time, etc.)

- Home Games are @ North Dekalb Stadium. Away game report times may vary. We will
play the National Anthem before all Home games.

- After the Football Games, students will return to DHS to unload equipment and organize
the band room. Each section is assigned “organization stations” and must complete prior
to being dismissed.
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- Parents must pick up students within 30 minutes of student dismissal.

Practice Day Procedures:
- Students will stay after school and report to the band room right after school dismissal for

marching band practice. Students will fill water bottles, change into athletic clothes and
shoes, gather equipment and head to the field to set up and get ready for practice.

- Practice will start promptly at 4:00pm every Tuesday and Thursday.
- Practice ends at 6:00 on Tuesdays and 6:30 on Thursdays. Once students return

equipment to the band room, they are dismissed. Parents must pick up within 30 minutes
of dismissal.

- Please refer to the attendance policy about Thursday practices. In addition, the “Friday
Night Pep Band” members will join us for the last 30 minutes of practice to run through
Pep Tunes for the game.

Competition Day Procedures
- Traditionally we will compete in two competitions per season. They are an all day

Saturday event. Please refer to the band calendar for competition dates.
- Students will arrive at the high school in the morning with all items and equipment

needed for the day. We will have a morning rehearsal prior to leaving for the competition.
- Traditionally, students like to have a big breakfast at the school prior to report time with

their section. “Pot-luck Good Luck Breakfast” if you will!
- We will provide lunches for the students prior to the competition time. Students are

encouraged to bring additional snacks or money to purchase food at the concession stands
for their dinner break.

- After we perform, we will re-enter the stadium as spectators and watch the other amazing
performances! Students can bring clothes to change into, blankets, snacks, comfy shoes,
etc. It will be late October/Early November, so layers are encouraged!

- Students will always perform better with a crowd!! I strongly encourage 100% parent
attendance at our competitions! You do not have to stay the entire day, but it will make a
big difference in our performance if we hear the support from our parents and friends
cheering us on! ( We can even earn bonus points for General Effect if the crowds are
cheering and enjoying our show!).

- Parents will be notified through Remind Text when we are returning. Because it is a very
long day, please make sure students are picked up within 30 minutes of dismissal.
Typically we will not return to the school until 11-11:30pm. Please make arrangements
for transportation.
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Uniform Policy
All Marching Band Uniforms must be worn correctly at all times, must be properly cared for and
respected, must be properly hung back up after every event, and must be worn with pride.

While you are in uniform, you represent the Dunwoody High School Marching Band, our School
and our Dunwoody Community. You will refrain from profanity and poor conduct while in
uniform. You must also refrain from eating and drinking anything but water while in uniforms.

If any part of the uniform is damaged beyond normal wear, replacement fees will accure. These
uniforms are only a year old and must be returned in excellent condition by the end of the
season.

● Students will be required to provide their own black  sleeveless shirts or tank tops to wear
underneath  their uniform for every event.

● Students will be required to wear their DHS Bands Baseball cap at every practice and
performance, as it is a part of their “uniform”.

● Prices above may vary from chart above depending on the company’s current
inventory list and shipping costs.
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Uniform Policy - Color Guard

All Marching Band Color Guard uniforms must be worn correctly at all times, must be properly
cared for and respected, must be properly hung back up after every event, and must be worn with
pride.

While you are in uniform, you represent the Dunwoody High School Marching Band, our School
and our Dunwoody Community. You will refrain from profanity and poor conduct while in
uniform. You must also refrain from eating and drinking anything but water while in uniforms.

The color guard uniforms are custom made for each show theme and color guard member each
season. You will be sized during band camp and uniforms will be ordered. You must have
marching band dues paid in order to receive your color guard uniforms and perform in them.

Attendance Policy
Conscientious rehearsal attendance is always vital to the well-being of our program. As we
put drill on the field and work to develop our competitive show, it is essential that all band
members are present for the entirety of all rehearsals. Regular attendance at rehearsals as
well as a solid ability to play the show music and march drill will ensure a position.
Additionally, as we clean sets, we need all positions present in order to clean forms and
intervals properly.

The following is the Dunwoody High School Band attendance policy.

● Rehearsal attendance is mandatory.
● Excused absences include illness (absence from school), death in the family, religious

events (weddings, funerals, bar mitzvahs, confirmations) and major anniversaries are
considered excused.

● Students may be excused from a portion of rehearsal to attend a private music
lesson (1 hour).

● Students should fill out an ABSENCE FORM a minimum of 5 days prior to the
absence and turn it into Ms.Caputo. https://forms.gle/djEzSpQonWfA13hb6

● A rehearsal missed due to work, other outside activities, or an absence not
announced before the event will be considered unexcused.

9



● A student who misses a Thursday night rehearsal for any reason, excused or
unexcused, can be held from performing the halftime show at the Friday night game.
(They are expected to attend the game and perform in the stands.)

● Auxiliary members not performing are required to be in attendance to games.
● One unexcused absence or two consecutive excused absences may be grounds for

removal from the marching band competition show.
● Consecutive unexcused absences may be grounds for not qualifying to earn a Varsity

Letter.
● A student who misses any two rehearsals in each week, for any reason, will not

perform at the Friday night game.

Dunwoody High School Band Booster Club
The Dunwoody High School Band Boosters is composed of parents/guardians of band students
participating in the Dunwoody High School Band Program.The following are the parent
members of the Dunwoody High School Band Booster Board for the 2022-2023 school year:

President - Marni Barrett

Co-President - Sarah Grant

Treasurer - Janet Bass

Secretary - Eva Hatch

Fundraising - Sara Orrell

Fundraising Co-Chair - Margo Marks

Operations - Cheryl Allison

Mission The Dunwoody High School Band Boosters (DHSBB) strives to provide support for the
band program at Dunwoody High School. The vision of the DHSBB is the successful academic
and musical growth and outcome for all students.
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The DHSBB is organized exclusively for charitable, scientific, literary, or educational purposes
within the meaning of Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code or corresponding section
of any future federal tax code.

We work closely with the band director and school administration to enhance the band programs
at DHS through fundraising and volunteerism. Membership dues help cover the cost of running a
fun and active band program. DHSBB funds the activities and expenses that DeKalb County
School District is not able to fund, such as: instruments, instrument repairs, uniform dry
cleaning, chairs, music stands, equipment, MUSIC!, visual props, transportation to events, band
banquets, scholarships and more.

PaymentsAll payments for band activities (including dues) should be made directly to the DHS
Band Boosters in one of the following ways: PayPal (@DHSbands) Venmo (@dunwoodybands)
Check (made out to DHS Band Boosters, given to DHS Band Room Black Money Box ) Cash
(DHS Band Room Black Money Box)

Dunwoody High School Marching Band
Volunteers

Family Volunteers are key to the success of our season!  A variety of volunteer opportunities are
available that vary in time commitment and type. We ask that each family commit to two (2)
volunteer events per season. Below you will find various volunteer opportunities that we need
help with.

Game Night Chaperone , Stands Committee,  Field “Pit” Crew,  Band Camp Crew, Uniforms
Committee, Transportation Committee, Meal/Hospitality, Concert Committee, Special Events

Committee, Fundraising Committee

Volunteer Opportunities

Game Night Chaperones

● Help ensure all students are on appropriate buses, using bus assignments and rosters
● Assist students as needed as they get their uniforms before games, and turning in

uniforms after games
● Ride bus to and from games
● Help carry equipment and props as needed

Stands Committee

● Off-field support for marching band events (games and competitions)
● Distribute water and snacks while in the stands
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● Manage misc. band supplies in the stands (e.g., coolers, sewing kit, first aid bags, stands
supplies, medical forms, poncho bags, etc.)

● Coordinates chaperones for bus and stands

Field “Pit” Crew

● Coordinate on-field support for marching band events (games and competitions)
● Oversee loading and transport of podiums, props, and electronics to the stadium or

trailer, before/after events
● Help students move equipment and instruments on/off the field for halftime show

Band Camp Crew

● Chaperones for our Band Camp week (a local day camp this year)
● Fun-filled, all expense-paid days at Band Camp, or work a ½ day and tag-team with

another parent
● T-shirt included!
● Get to know the Band students and see the show evolve.
● If you can work remotely, you can bring your laptop and work from the sidelines, and

just attend as you are needed (e.g., help with dinner, sick band members, etc.)

Uniforms Committee

● Measure/fit students with uniforms
● Establish effective method of issuing, collecting, transporting, and caring for uniforms,

including band and auxiliary
● Keep accurate inventory of uniforms assignments for students
● Assist students in getting and returning marching band uniforms
● Arrange for cleaning of uniforms at least once per season, coordinating laundry drop off

and pick up
● Assist director with coordinating / arranging purchase of new or replacement uniforms or

uniform parts

Transportation / Trailer Towing

● Drive a truck large enough to pull DHS Band trailer to and from games and competitions
● Volunteers may drive a rental truck, if necessary (rental cost would be fully covered by

the band)
● Check equipment of trailer before leaving school (wheels, reflective cones, spare tire with

tool pouch, jack, small compressor to keep tires inflated)
● Help with carpools when necessary

Meal / Hospitality Committee

● Set up and serve meals and refreshments for band events
● Clean up after meal events
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● Purchase and inventory supplies associated with band student meals (e.g., coolers,
cutlery, paper products, serving trays, etc. (will be reimbursed)

Concert Committee

● Provides support for Concert Band events such as LGPE and concerts
● Work with Band Director to help create programs or other materials 
● Assist with equipment such as chairs, music stands, podium
● Coordinate chaperones and other volunteers as needed

Special Events Committee

● Coordinate and support special events during the year, including Senior Night, Middle
School Band Night, Spring Band Banquet, JanFest and Homecoming

Fundraising Committee

● Help with fundraising events throughout the year, such as car washes and Kroger
● Assist committee Chair in establishing/maintaining relationships with sponsors in the

community

DHS Marching Band Member Expectations
and Rules

GENERAL RULES

1.Students must abide by the DeKalb County Schools Student Code of Conduct,
Dunwoody High School Student Rules, and the Dunwoody High School Band Handbook.

2.READ, SIGN AND UNDERSTAND THIS HANDBOOK.  REFER TO IT
THROUGHOUT THE YEAR.  IT WILL BE UPDATED TO FIT OUR
CHANGING BAND.

3. A serious disciplinary infraction may result in subsequent suspension from Band
activities or removal from program.

4. No gum, food or drink is allowed in the band room, unless told otherwise by the
director.
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5. Always keep the band room or rehearsal area clean.  If you see something on the floor,
pick it up and put it in its proper place.  Keep personal belongings, equipment, and
instrument cases in the proper storage area.

6.  Any instrument or equipment not belonging to or specifically assigned to you is
strictly off limits. DAMAGE TO EQUIPMENT WILL BE CHARGED TO THE
INDIVIDUAL STUDENT.

7. Do not go into the director’s office without permission. Remember that the director is
always available if you really need to talk.

9. During the regular school day, the band room is to be used for regular classes,
rehearsals, sectionals, and pre-arranged help only. The area is off limits during lunch
unless you are notified otherwise. For security reasons, the band facility is off limits
to non-band students.

10.  Represent the band well in your other classes and when interacting with the
Dunwoody Community.  Remember you are representing the band program and your
parents, not just yourselves.  Stay out of trouble.  You cannot assist the band when you
are involved with other school disciplinary actions or suspended.

EXPECTATIONS

Everyone must do his or her part and do it well. Failure to be able to do your part not only hurts
the band, but also the progress of other members of the band. Individual responsibility is the key
to a successful band program. Expectations come with membership in the Pride of Dunwoody
High Marching Band; please know and understand what is expected of you:

1. Be on time for all band activities
2. Attend all rehearsals or performances
3. Be prepared for rehearsals and performances
4. Keep a positive attitude
5. Have all necessary equipment and/or accessories with you
6. Keep your instrument in working condition
7. Participate in fundraising events
8. Practice regularly at home (thirty minutes per day minimum)
9. Keep the band facility clean, neat and free of litter
10. Demonstrate PRIDE!!!!
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Pride of Dunwoody High Leadership Team
Leadership tryouts will be held in the Spring to select members to fulfill the following leadership
positions: Drum Major, Band Captain, Section Leaders, Brass Captain, Woodwind Captain,
Librarian, and Social Event Coordinator. Below you will find the responsibilities and
expectations for each position. For more information, contact Ms. Caputo.

Band Captain

● Model Band member of the Pride of Dunwoody High
● Embodies the Band Spirit
● Assist the Director with logistical and instructional tasks during marching season
● Enforces rules and maintains order during marching rehearsals and performances.
● Help plan regular leadership meetings
● Liaison between the band members and the director
● Works with Leadership Team to promote unity throughout band
● Makes announcements to the band as directed or when the need arises.
● Oversees section leaders during marching rehearsals.
● Sets up Marching Practice Field for rehearsal. Sound system, yard line markers, etc.
● Assists section leaders with uniform inspections. Keeps records of improper uniforms.
● Checks section leaders’ attendance notebooks and reports absences to Drum Major.
● Reports any major problems to the director.

Drum Major

● Model Band member of the Pride of Dunwoody High for both marching and playing
● Primary conductor of the marching show and football tunes
● Enforces rules and maintains order during marching rehearsals and performances.
● Work with Band Captains to help plan regular leadership meetings
● Dedicated to score study and learning proper conducting techniques
● Prepared to conduct rehearsals and sectionals when needed
● Assist the Director with logistical and instructional tasks during marching season.
● Sets up Marching Practice Field for rehearsal. Sound system, yard line markers, etc.
● Takes attendance for every rehearsal and informs the Director.
● Reports any major problems to the director.
● Assists the Band Captain with uniform inspections
● Assists the band director in all ways possible.

Section Leader

● Enforces band rules and maintains order.
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● Directs after-school section rehearsals.
● Remain a positive influence on the band and your section throughout the year
● Pass off your section on various memorization requirements throughout the marching

season
● Is responsible for section’s marching and playing performance on the field and behavior

in the stands.
● Keeps a daily record of attendance in designated notebook and reports to Band Captains

any absences.
● Inspects uniforms of section members.
● Attends all meetings called by the Band Captains or Band Director.
● Reports any problems to the Band Captains or Drum Majors.
● Assigns locker to all students in your section.
● Helps to keep the instrument storage room and field rehearsal area clean and organized.

Percussion Section Leader

All of the duties of section leaders, plus the following:

● Directs percussion rehearsals during the marching season.
● Is responsible for seeing that all percussion equipment is put in its proper place after each

rehearsal and kept in an orderly manner.
● Make sure that all rehearsal sites are clean before leaving.
● Helps keep percussion areas in the band room clean and organized.
● Oversees the loading and unloading of all percussion equipment at all band functions.
● Keeps a record of all issued equipment and its condition.
● Reports any instrument damage to the band director immediately.
● Helps keep percussion equipment in the band room organized and clean.

Librarians

1. Keep music library neat and orderly.
2. File and copy music as needed.
3. Make up marching folders with music for all sections during the summer.
4. Aid in passing out new music and collecting and filing it at the end of the year

Social Event Coordinator

1. Works with Band Captains and Ms.Caputo to organize social events for recruitment,
leadership team building events, section bonding events, etc.

2. Help assists Band Captains with social media and DHS band website to remain current
and up to date
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Lettering in Band
Dunwoody High School Band members who have shown the utmost dedication will have an
opportunity to earn an Award Letter in Band. There will be two different sets of criteria-one for
winds and percussion and one for auxiliary members.  The band letter rewards students for
showing a continual commitment to the DHS band program. To earn a letter in band, a student
must demonstrate a level of participation, commitment and knowledge “above and beyond”
attendance and in class performances.

Participation in the following activities earns points. The student must earn 125 points to be
awarded the band letter. For each 125 points earned subsequently, the student will earn a service
bar. To receive the DHS Band Letter Award, the student must fill out the form completely, turn in
this form to the Band Director by May 1, 2022 and meet the criteria listed below.

Requirements for Letter in Band – Wind and Percussion

� No unexcused absences from any rehearsals or performances

� Maintained at least a B average in band classes

� Earned at least 125 merit points

� No debts owed to the Band Program

Requirements for Letter in Band – Auxiliary( Color Guard/ Band Manager)

� No unexcused absences from any rehearsals or performances

� Met fund-raising requirements

� Earned at least 50 merit points

� No debts owed to the Band Program

Activity Points

Concert Band Member participation
(Fall Concert, Winter Concert, Pre-LGPE, LGPE,
Spring Concert)

60

Enrolled in a Band Class 20

Marching Band Member w/ Summer and Spring Band
Camp attendance

50
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Marching Band Member w/ Spring Band Camp
attendance only

40

Marching Band Member w/o Band Camp attendance 30

Jazz Band Member 10

Pep Band Member 5

Misc. Band Performances representing DHS High
School (ex. Elementary or middle school
performances.)

1 per performance (Max. 4pts)

Play band instrument in pit orchestra for spring school
play

10

Outside Instrumental/ Flag Clinics (Master classes,
etc.)

5 each

Private Lessons 2 per lesson  (Max. 20pts)

Member of Student Leadership Team - Concert Band 10

Member of Student Leadership Team – Marching Band 5

All State Band Member 15

District Honor Band Member 10

County Honor Band Member 10

JanFest Participant 10

Perform in Honor Group (DYSO, AYWS, MAYWE) 10

Solo/Ensemble Festival 10

Auxiliary Leader

Participate in Auxiliary Competitions 30 (per competitions)

Received a special honor award at the Band Banquet 5

Director Approved Concert Attendance (ex. Chorus
Concert at DHS or any band or orchestra concert
outside of DHS)

2 each ( Max of 5 for 10 pts)

Other, as approved by director (Band Competitions,
Parades, Dunwoody Events)

Up to 20

Total Needed:125 or 50

Requirements for Letter in Band – Wind and Percussion
No unexcused absences from any rehearsals or performances

Requirements for Letter in Band – Auxiliary
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� Maintained at least a B average in band classes

� Earned at least 125 merit points
� No debts owed to the Band Program

� No unexcused absences from any rehearsals or performances

� Earned at least 60 merit points
� No debts owed to the Band Program
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Pride of Dunwoody High, Marching Band 2022 Season Member
Handbook Agreement Form

Submit this by the start of band camp, August 1, 2022 no later than 8:30am.

All Dunwoody High School Marching Band members will promise to uphold all expectations outlined in
the DHS Pride of Dunwoody High Marching Band 2022 Season Handbook.

I _____________________________________(Band Member)  have read and agree to all of the
expectations and regulations outlined in the DHS Pride of Dunwoody High Marching Band 2022 Season
Handbook. I understand that if I fail to adhere to and respect these expectations, the consequences are at
the discretion of the director and may vary depending on severity.

Member Signature: ___________________________________________________

Member Print Name : __________________________________________________

Member Instrument/ Section: ____________________________________________

Date: ____________________________

Please have both Marching Band Member and Parent/Guardians  sign up for the Remind Text Marching
Band Group at this time. Text the message "@dhsmarch19"  to the number 81010 to join.

I __________________________( Parent/Guardian) understand that all Marching Band Dues must be
paid in full by July 31st prior to Band Camp. Payable to DHS Band Boosters by PayPal (@DHSbands),
Venmo (@dunwoodybands), cash or check.

I have read and agreed to all the expectations and regulations outlined in the DHS Pride of Dunwoody
High Marching Band 2022 Season Member Handbook. I understand that if my student/member fails to
adhere to and respect these expectations, the consequences are at the discretion of the director and may
vary depending on severity.

Parent/Guardian Signature:_________________________________________

Parent/Guardian Print Name:___________________________________________

Date:_____________________

20


